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on exports of the Preferences received by India cannot
be very clearly ascertained as the task of examining
them is not a simple one.
Looking at the figures published in Appendix 2
of this Report, it is clear that, with fluctuations for
the triennial period since the operation of the Agree-
ment, India cannot be said to have obtained any
appreciable benefit. It is a significant fact that most
of the official publications on the subject do not devote
any attention to this vital question but provide
abundant statistics, illustrating them with comments
and observations of a balancing character, that
practically mean nothing, either to Indian politicians
or the Indian mercantile community.
The Report of the Committee appointed by the
Council of State deals vaguely with this matter. In
answer to the first question, namely, what has been
the effect on India's exports of the preferences granted
to India; this Committee says: "In our opinion
certain of the preferences "definitely led to an increase,
in India's exports, while others had an insurance
value in preventing a loss of trada." Can an ordi-
nary man-m-the-street understand the meaning of
this observation ? Yet the Committee says: " As
a whole, the indications seem to be that the Prefer-
ences are of considerable assistance to India."
In answer to the question, what has been the
effect on India's industries of the Preferences granted
by India; the Committee says: "The indications